The general conclusion of various observers has been that the surface vegetation on peat gives no clue to the relative quality of the soil for purposes of cultivation. Among the reasons given as to why this is so, the following are important:
That in the natural development of a peat bog there is a more or less rigid succession of plant types and that tamarack and spruce timber indicate only that the deposit is in a mature stage of its growth.
That such accidents as fire, epidemics of plant disease or pests, changes from a series of dry years to one of wet years, changes in the elevation of the water table of the deposit, etc., may serve to destroy entirely one type of vegetation and create conditions more favorable to very different kinds of plants.
On the other side.of the question are the oft-repeated assertions of farmers and drainage men that "the peat on a black spruce or moss-covered swamp is no good for cropping and money spent in draining it is wasted," while "good black muck with elm or ash on it is the best kind of land to drain."
